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Abov{ {he waters ramily

he Waters family is a fictional family that moves to urban south Florida and faces everyday
challenges. Along the way, they leamn valuable lessons about its ecosystem and the plan fo
restore America’s Everglades. The funloving members of the family include:

Everett Waters - The faithful father who oftentimes gets tired
of his daughter’s environmental antics.

Maureen Waters - The loving mother who is extremely
supportive of her daughter’s pro-environmentalism.

Willow Waters — A rambunctious teenager who is a die-

hard environmentalist and is always trying to convince her
family to conserve and protect the environment.

Wade Waters - The fraternal twin of Willow, who is a
normal teenager that just wants to have fun.




Lakela Waters - The toddler who likes to follow

behind her sister, Willow, but is always getting in the way and
causing trouble.

Opdl Waters - The paternal grandmother who
loves to tell stories from the good old days.

Otis Waters - The wisecracking grandfather who thinks he
knows everything.

Abovt EVerglades Restoration

he Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, or “CERP." includes many important projects

needed to restore and protfect the Everglades. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the South
Florida Water Management District, Everglades National Park and many others are working
hand-in-hand to make the dream of a restored Everglades come true. The most important thing
CERP projects will do is capture water that runs off the land and info the ocean and gulf. Most
of this water will be used to revive the great Everglades ecosystem. The remaining water can be
used fo help south Florida cities and farms with their need for fresh water.
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ActiVity: crossword Puzzle

nstructions:  The Waters family is in motion. Put your thinking cap in gear and see if you can
guess the clues in this crossword puzzle.

| gverett | — Mavreey; [ —— willew | —— Wade - Lakela opal

Across:

1. The Everglades is suffering from a severe
shortage of clean, reliable

2. Some 350 of these species live in the
Everglades. 1

3. This endangered animal is a symbol of the
Everglades ecosystem.

4. This lizard looking reptile lives in the
Everglades and can grow to 16 feet or 5
longer. 6 2

Down:

5. The Everglades is known as the River of

6. The most recognizable tree in the Everglades.

7. The second largest freshwater lake in the U.S.

8. This percentage of the Everglades has been
lost to agricultural and urban development.

Waters it Modfion

MOMMY, T THOUGHT WE WERE MOVING TO REALLY, THEN WHERE ARE THE BIRDS AND THAT'S A 600D QUESTION, WADE. OVER THE SO, WHAT YOU'RE TELLING ME IS WE
THE EVERGLADES! 8UT, THERE'S NO MOST IMPORTANTLY — THE WATER? YEARS MORE THAN HALF THE EVERGLADES  KNOCKED DOWN TREES, DRAINED THE WATER

WATER AND WHERE ARE ALL THE HAS BEEN LOST TO URBAN AND AND KICKED OUT THE ALLIGATORS TO 8UILO
ALLIGATORS AND PANTHERS? V AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT. THIS PLUSH SIX BEDROOM, FIVE BATHROOM

\ \ HOUSE?
SWEETY, THIS IS THE EVERGLADES...

/ /

uueH!
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ActiVity:
o
nstructions:  Evereft had an interesting wake-up call.  See if you can wake up
and shake up these letters and unscramble these words.

I.TEYCMAIR

2GDENADNETER

3. O KDWOSROT

4. EGAEVERLDS

SSURTSEARES

6.DI B SR

Wake Up call

WHAAANK!!! . 8IRDS OF THE EVERELADES
WHABANK _/_I T n, L e ARE AMERICAN TREASLIRES!
KEEP YOUI AWAY. WE MUST PROTECT THEM,
. NOT HARM THEM!
FLAP
- FLAP
w:wﬁ‘é??? FLae \ STOP DAD,
IF THIS HE'S A
81e0 MYCTERIA
. AMERICANA -
Shir Ui - F WHABANK!!!
T'LL NEVER ENDANGERED WHAAANK!!!
rien swoosr | WOOP STORK! i witk aLL THE
g COMMOTION? T WAS
JUST BLOWING MY
2222... NOSE!




Activity:

nstructions: Willow is an amazing kid — wise beyond her years. See if

you can find your way through this maze.

Start

——
's Semetiig Abevt will
-~ -~
There’s Semethiiig Abovt Willow
NO,HONEY. THANK YOU. T
WILLOW TREES CAN'T TAKE
LIVE IN THE ANOTHER WILLOW
EVERGLADES b
HEY EVERYBODY! T WAS / AND IN WETLAND égg:?[ahé% HIE?E
JUST SURFING ON i
TREE ISLANDS THOUGHT A
EVERGLADESPLAN.ORG, WHERE SEEDS WILLOW WAS
AND T FOLIND OUT
4 | CAN GEPMINATE A SPIDER.
THERE'S A WILLOW IN THE MOIST
TREE! CAN WE PLEASE SOIL.
PLANT ONE IN OLIR
BACKYARD, MOM AND
DAD?




THAT'S CALLED A
BLACK WIDOW, SON/

OoH MY
GOODNESS.
I THINK I SEE
ONE OVER
THERE IN THE
CORNER.

RUN FOR
Your
LIVES!

GOTCHA! WHERE
THERE'S A WILL,
THERE'S A WAY/
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ActiVity: Word Searchs

nstructions:  The Waters family is a class act. Pretend you're in class and see if you can get an
A on this word search!

gverett opal
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- 3 R=-0A0PpP0vudran

willow Wade Lakela

CERP Delivered Everglades Quality Plan

Class Act Distribute Government Restore Water
WILLOW, I NEED HELP WRITING THIS PAPER THAT’S AN OPTION... 8UT | DON'T THE GOAL IS TO FIX THE WATER SO CLEAN 50 WHAT YOU ARE SAYING IS THAT THE
FOR CLASS. LUNDERSTAND HOW THE GOVERNMENT PLANS WATER IS DELIVERED WHERE IT IS NEEDED GOVERNMENT IS THE DRY CLEANERS FOR

TO FIX THE EVERGLADES. ON TIME. THAT MEANS CLEANING THE WATER, WATER?

STORING THE WATER, AND DISTRIBUTING IT
\I WHEN IT'S NEEDED, \

/

- /

I HOPE YOU'RE NOT TALKING ABOUT THE
KIND OF HELP WHERE | DO IT AND YOU
WATCH TV.

| GIVE UP!
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ActiVity:
o
nstructions: Maureen had a little frouble connecting to the meeting. See if
you can connect the dots below!
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Public Meetiiig Rele ReVersal

GUESS WHAT, WILLOW? A PUBLIC MEETING  CERP WILL RESTORE FLORIDA'S EVERGLADES WHAT DID YOU LEARN? CERTS IS A GREAT PLAN. I'LL HAVE TO TELL
ABOUT THE EVERGLADES IS BEING HELD AND ENSURE THE FRESH WATER SUPPLIES V YOU MORE IN THE MORNING.

TONIGHT. FOR YEARS TO COME. THE PLAN INVOLVES
PROJECTS TO CAPTURE, STORE AND CLEAN
WATER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT.

50 MUCH! IT'S FASCINATING TO HEAR HOW CERTS! MOM, IT'S CERP! AND T THOLIGHT

THE EVERGLADES ARE GOING TO BE YOU WERE GOING TO HAVE TO FILL ME IN ON
OOOH, CAN T 60 MOMMY, PLEEEEEASE? RESTORED. THE MEETING. 600D GRIEF!
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ActiVity:
o
nstructions: Melaleuca trees are a real pest. See if you can find af least eight differences
between the two pictures without going mad!

\/\/ho’r's different?
]

2.
3.
4.

© N O O

Melalevca Madiiess

WOW! WHAT @IE TREES. BUT, WHERE ARE  WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOLIT? WHAT CAN BE DONE? DO THESE BUES EAT GRASS? LET'S CATCH
THE 81RDS? A FEW AND RELEASE THEM ON OLIR FEONT
LAWN. MAYEE T WON'T HAVE TO CUT THE
\ GRASS NEXT WEEKEND!
THERE ARE NONE/ YOU'RE LOOKING AT IT'S A PEST PLANT. IT HAS FEW NATURAL  THE GOVERNMENT IS PEMOVING IT, BLIT IT'S A
ONE OF THE WORST ENEMIES OF THE ENEMIES IN SOLTH FLORIDA AND TAKES ~ TOLIGH BATTLE. RECENTLY, THEY INTRODUICED
EVERGLADES. THE INVASIVE MELALELCA  OVER WETLANDS. ATINY GEETLE THAT EATS THE TREES. WHATEVER!




-
Abevt fhae U.S. Army corps ot Eirgiiieers

he U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is a federal agency that specializes in the planning,

engineering, consfruction and management of large infrastructure projects. Its Jacksonville
District serves Florida and the Caribbean. Missions include flood damage reduction, water
resources management, navigation, shore protfection and resforation, environmental restoration,
military support, emergency response and hazardous, toxic, and radioactive remediation.
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o
USACE EVerglades Restorafion

ov{reach Preducts

HEEEE e E

For more information, call (877) CERP-USA or America’s
visit the website at www.evergladesplan.org. Everglades“




